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Online Features/FREE AG DAY LA Event 

How Does Farming and Water Affect Me? 
PAGE 4 

LACFB’s Member Discounts 
                                                                               See PAGE 3 

LACFB 

LACFB’s Garden Giveaway Contest Winners! 
 

The Los Angeles County Farm 
Bureau’s agricultural fair display and 
garden giveaway entry forms were at 
the Antelope Valley Fairgrounds and 
the Los Angeles County Fairgrounds 
this past summer.  We had invited 
teachers to submit their entry forms 
and tell us how a school garden would 
benefit their students.   
 

See PAGE 2 

 
 
 

LACFB Office Staff ~ Laura Blank, Executive Director and Victoria Gerginis, Education Coordinator
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I  
proudly walked into Ocotillo Elementary School with a huge stack of agricultural 

 

related materials, token prizes, and the ready to assemble classroom garden to 
present to the winning class entry. The Earthbox is a valuable teaching tool that 
allows students to experience the benefits of agriculture by producing their own 
fruits and vegetables. (Please visit http://www.earthbox.com/ for more 
information). 
 
s I peered into the classroom, the second graders anxiously returned my gaze.  Ms. 
Katherine Butala, their teacher, came to the door to greet me.  As the students 
A

finished their lesson, Katherine showed me how the garden would enhance their 
future studies.  She stated that her “second grade science curriculum includes a unit 
on life cycles.”  Many of her students are ESL (English as a second language) 
learners, therefore a visual helps to reinforce key concepts.  Ms. Butala also felt that 
“the students would really understand the concepts if they could grow a real 
garden.” 

t 
A first the students seemed shy when I asked them questions regarding their studies.  
s time went by, they eagerly raised their hands to answer agricultural related trivia 
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The agr
our AG 
visit http
By Victoria Gerginis, Education Coordinator 
Los Angeles County Farm Bureau 
uestions.* I left with a sense of pride and an invitation to attend an end of the 
ear salad party. 

ratulations to Ms. Butala and her second grade class!  The Los Angeles 
ty Farm Bureau (LACFB) hopes that the school garden and agriculture’s 
ction to our daily lives will continue to grow and flourish at Ocotillo Elementary 
l.  

2

icultural related trivia questions were created as part of a curriculum booklet--http://agdayla.com/fact_sheets/index.php--for 
DAY LA program.  To learn more about LACFB’s free annual agricultural educational venue for third and fourth graders please 
://agdayla.com/). 

http://www.earthbox.com/
http://agdayla.com/fact_sheets/index.php
http://agdayla.com/
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Farm Water Perspective 
California Farm Water Coalition
5999 Freeport Blvd. 
Sacramento, C   95822 A
(916) 391-5030 
www.farmwater.org
 
Release immediate 
Nov. 5, 2008 

 
SAVING WATER MUST PASS ECONOMIC TEST SAVING WATER MUST PASS ECONOMIC TEST 

  

By Mike Wade, Executive Director By Mike Wade, Executive Director 
California Farm Water Coalition California Farm Water Coalition 

  

Just about anyone can write a report and say anything they want…until someone issues a challenge and backs 
that challenge with facts.  That’s where the authors of a recent report that claimed as much as 3 million acre-
feet of water could be conserved from farm use with a few management changes find themselves after four 
university researchers took the time to investigate the suggested management changes. 
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The report, “More with Less:  Agricultural Water Conservation and Efficiency in California,” was produced by an 
Oakland-based advocacy group that has long cast an eye on the use of water by California farmers.  The authors 
suggested that improved irrigation systems and a shift in which crops are planted could result in considerable 
water savings.   
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water savings.   
  
Four researchers from the UC and CSU systems devoted their own time to apply the suggested changes from the 
report to today’s farming industry and concluded that many of the suggestions were “old ideas.”  These 
university researchers have more than 120 years of experience in agricultural and landscape irrigation so it’s a 
pretty good bet that they know what they are talking about. 
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pretty good bet that they know what they are talking about. 
  
It’s always a good idea to look for ways to stretch existing water supplies but changes must stand the test of 
economics.  The researchers agreed with the report that drip and micro irrigation practices create increased 
efficiencies in water use on the farm but not all farmers can adopt these practices, citing the high cost of 
installation and maintenance that must be offset with crop returns.  Even owners of downtown businesses know 
that you can’t spend more money than you take in. 
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The absence of economic support is also referenced by the university researchers in responding to the report’s 
suggestion that shifting 1 million acres of field crops in the Central Valley to vegetables would result in a 
potential water savings of 1.2 million acre-feet.  This action, noted the researchers, would nearly double the 
planted acreage of vegetables in the Central Valley.  But no study or information is included in the report that 
supports such a radical move is economically feasible. 
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The report may have identified potential water savings in agriculture but the researchers’ commentary questions 
the validity of these savings.  The commentary by the researchers---Dr. Charles Burt, Dr. Lawrence Schwankl, 
Dr. David Zoldoske and Peter Canessa, a professional engineer---can be found on the CFWC website at 
www.farmwater.org

The report may have identified potential water savings in agriculture but the researchers’ commentary questions 
the validity of these savings.  The commentary by the researchers---Dr. Charles Burt, Dr. Lawrence Schwankl, 
Dr. David Zoldoske and Peter Canessa, a professional engineer---can be found on the CFWC website at 
www.farmwater.org.   
 
Anyone seeking to find large amounts of water currently being used by our farmers that could be used 
elsewhere should read a 1982 university report by Dr. Robert Hagen and Dr. David Davenport that still provides 
some very valuable advice--- 
 
“Therefore, statements suggesting a 10-50% potential savings in agricultural water conservation by improving 
irrigation applications systems are a disservice to the people of California because water policy and action 
programs based on such statements will substantially underestimate the state’s needs for future water supplies.” 

 

Food Grows Where Water Flows
 

The California Farm Water Coalition is a 
non-profit, public education organization 
whose membership represents more than 
6 million of the 9 million irrigated acres 
in California. 
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Do You Have Your Purple Card? 

Nationwide Insurance 

Nationwide Insurance Company of 

America offers a 7 1/2 percent 

discount on personal auto insurance 

to Farm Bureau members in 

California. To find an agent near 

you, visit www.nationwide.com 

or call 1-877-669-6877 

 

http://www.nationwide.com/
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Land for Sale 

Land for Sale 

14 ACRES FOR SALE in 
Fallbrook, highly visible from 
I-15, Nursery/Avo.Grove 
property, call Agent @            
760-458-5916 
rainbowcolornursery.com 
 

What’s Your Opinions
on CA’s food future? 

 

 
Public comment is being 
sought for Agricultural 
Vision, a document 
produced by the California 
State Board of Food and 
Agriculture and the 
Department of Food and 
Agriculture. One of the 
policy priorities in the 
proposal is keeping a 
healthier planet through 
agricultural stewardship. 
They hope for comment 
from the public as well as 
farmers, ranchers and 

farming sector. 
others involved in the 
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Farms/Ranches 
 
Alesso Farms 
P.O. Box 398 
Rosamond, CA 93560 
(661)  256-0933 
 
Bench Ranch 
Michael Bench 
7200 West Ave H 
Lancaster, CA 93536 
(661) 949-9999 
 
Forrest Godde 
P.O. Box 1152 
Lancaster, Ca 93584 
(661) 940-3190 

Various Businesses 
 
Billet Barn & Corral 
48430 85th Street West 
Lancaster, CA 93536 
(661) 945-1249 
www.billetsteel.com
barnguy@direcway.com
 
Inn of Lancaster 
44131 Sierra Hwy 
Lancaster, Ca 93534 
(661) 945-8771 
 
January Creations Inc 
1475 Chastain Pkwy W 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 
(310)230-1100 
 
Edison International  
Kathy Hart 
3738 Barry Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 
(626) 302-2216 
 
Ray Martin 
P.O. Box 114 
Valyermo, CA 93563 
(661) 435-9950 
 
Hall’s Automotive 
3062 ½ East Ave H6 
Lancaster, CA 93535 
(661) 946-2969 
 
HDEC Inc 
(661) 951-0554 
hdec@hdec.net
 
Green Sky Ins Services 
1-800-550-0155 
 
Valley Sod Farms 
16405 Chase Street 
North Hills, CA 91343 
(818) 892-7258 
 
White Fence Farms 
wff@qnet.com
(661) 943-3316 
(661) 943-3576 Fax 
 
Mishkan Ranch 
Mschwa3000@aol.com
(661) 298-0333
 
 

 
 
 
 

Agricultural Colleges 
 
Cal Poly Pomona 
3801 West Temple Ave 
Pomona, CA 91768 
(909) 869-2189 
 

Feed and Tack 
 
Hemme Hay & Feed 
43719 N. Sierra Hwy 
Lancaster, Ca 93534 
(661) 942-7880 

Convention Center 
 
Calamigos Ranch 
327 S. Latigo Canyon 
Malibu, CA 90265 
(800) 821-2097 
(818) 879-8130 Fax 
http://www.calamigos.com/

Financial 
 
Gordon Elder, CFP 
Certified Financial Planner 
Professional 
44345 Lowtree Ave. 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(661) 940-7977 
www.gordonelder.com
 
Gary Rardon and Associates 
514 Commerce Ave, Suite A 
Palmdale, Ca 93551 
(661) 272-5672 
grardon@rardon.org 

Wells & Pumps 
 
DRC Pump Systems, Inc. 
44434 90th Street East 
Lancaster, CA 93535 
(661) 946-9444 
 
Rottman Drilling 
46471 N. Division St. 
Lancaster, CA 93535 
(661) 942-6125 
rdrilling@msn.com
 

Breeders 
 
J and J Farms 
PO Box 3427 
Lancaster, Ca 93586 
(661) 943-4558 
lmbquilts@verizon.net

Dodge Dealers 
 
H.W. Hunter, Inc 
1130 Auto Mall Drive 
Lancaster, Ca 93534 
(661) 948-8411 

Supply Companies 
 
Distribution Supply Tech 
4820 Lamier Road 
Chino, CA 91710 
(909) 627-3638 

Engineering 
 
Barry Munz 
129 West Pondera Street 
Lancaster, Ca 93534 
(661) 948-0805 

Florist 
 
Palmdale Lancaster Florist 
1649 W Ave J 
Lancaster, Ca 93534 
(661) 723-7673 
 

LACFB Business Directory

Other Organizations 
 
50th District Agricultural 
Association 
2511 West Avenue H 
Lancaster, CA 93536 
(661) 948-6060 
 
Antelope Valley Air Quality 
Management District 
43301 Division Street, #206 
Lancaster, CA 93535 
(661) 723-8070 

Grocery Supplies/Stores 
 
Antelope Valley Produce 
206 West Nugent 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(661) 942-5939 
 
Costco #762 
1141 W Ave L 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(661) 802-4470 
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