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LACFB Office Staff

S we begin the New Year, let’s take an assnual newind of past events that the
Los Angeles County Farm Bureau (LACFB) office staff had attended throughout 2007.

LACFB continually works for the farmer by attending many meetings covering water, and air
quality issues that impact Los Angeles County. Our educational programs have brought ag-
riculture to the forefront. Here is a look back at some of the highlights that the Farm Bureau
Office Staff had participated with during the past year:

Presentation at Laurence Elementary School
Mrs. Gloria Alesso presented farming facts to the students.

A Taste of CA Event
Alhambra Unified School District
Nutrition Network

@ Manch 2007
AV Fair Home Show
This was an event attended by the LACFB office staff to promote FB membership.

@ Apnil 2007
Big I Day
LACFB assisted Allied Insurance at their convention. This was a promotion to
introduce the Farm Bureau Program to new agents throughout LA County.

Ag Education at Little Rock High School

@ May 2007
48t District School’s Involvement Fair

AG DAY LA at Fairplex, Pomona
An annual event hosted by the Los Angeles County Farm Bureau and our collabora-
tive organizations.
The idea was to bring together the various pieces of agriculture. Each ten plus
minute session focused on one of eight aspects: water, plants, bees, cotton/

fi f n iry.
ber, food, and dairy Faces of LACTFD CONTINUED/PAGE 7
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LACFEB Board of Directors
&
LACFB Office Staff

Greetings,

I would like to welcome you in joining us for the new year.
As you can see by the cover story, our orga-
nization has been busy promoting agricultural issues
throughout Los Angeles County, as well as statewide.

The Los Angeles County Farm Bureau had attended the
CA Farm Bureau Federation’s Annual Meeting in December.
Individuals from LACFB’s Board of Directors attended to voice
their opinions regarding the bona fide farmer. This issue is
with regard to whether or not the definition of a bona fide
farmer should be expanded to include part time farmers,

as well as those working in an agricultural related industry.

LACFB Board Member Roy Pursche, had a wonderful speech
that had a major impact on the crowd. He assured the del-
egates that change is good, and that his attendance at CFBF
had spanned many years. He saw this updated definition of
a bona fide farmer as a good direction for the organization.

The conversation concerning the bona fide farmer was
heated, but in the end the measure won by over 2/3 of a vote.
Some attendees said that was the longest dis-
cussion concerning a change in CFBF history.

THANT You

mm

for your donation for the LACFR's Annual Dinner
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The Agricultural

Commissioner Kurt

=

E: s QG Floren and the

AGRICULTURAL ]
COMMISSIONER entire staff of the
WEIGHTS & MEASURES

My Kurt Eloven Los Angeles County

Los Angeles County Dept. of Agricultural
Agricultural Commissioner
Commissioner/
Weights and Measures
wish the Executive Staff, Directors, and all
members of LACFB the very happiest of holidays and a

yowfe, prosysperowy wew yewr.

~ 9/ Ei = - | EQUIPMENT YOU GAN DEPEND ON. | |[ scom«
I PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST. s
x Y Member!
) ﬂﬂ: AYSA T . W 7% p-i g
':. Zﬂ» .I'
Go to Compact & Utility Tractors » Gators™ » Trekers » Ag. & Consumer Products
Lawn & Garden Bquip. » Parts & Service « Hydraulic hoses made on-site.
W8 AV TRACTOR & TURF o>
— (Division of South Kern Mechinery) Pleﬁa" .
www.agt;layla.cpm 1111 West Ave. L-12, Lancaster, CA 93534 1-800-698-3276
for more information Ph. 661-048-8887 » Fax 661-045-8880 today!
NOW OPEN AND READY TO SERVE YOU!
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Teacher’s Corner:
Art-Writing Conlest 08.

allluananrs n Los Mgales Comily

Do your students know where the food they eat
or the clothes they wear come from?

http://www.lacfb.org/reports.html

@ﬂlﬁ%ﬂm This contest is designed to be a collaborative classroom project
for grades K-12 (Please note that there is only one prize. The contest will be based
upon creativity and how each media reflects the agricultural theme chosen by your
classroom. In other words, it will not be solely based on the execution of the
projects, but rather the thought process that went into it. The winning project will
demonstrate a direct connection between the students’ daily lives and agriculture).

As a collaborative piece, we would like to see your students’ create artwork and a
creative writing piece. It does not matter which method is created first, as long as
both reflect each other. The story can include any perspective as long as the
conclusion makes a connection to how farming affects our livelihood (i.e. My Life as
a Dairy Cow; where the ending of the story reflects students enjoying the benefits of
the end product ~ milk).

All methods must include the following criteria:

The artwork must be original and reflect the written story in some way.
Any media is acceptable (i.e. drawing, painting, computer art, sculpture,
mixed media, etc.) Artwork can be as small or large as your students’
imaginations allow.

AND

The creative writing piece must also be original and reflect the artwork in

some way. It must contain at least four agricultural facts (please cite your
sources, any acceptable format ~ i.e. MLA) and be at least 500 words.

Any questions? Contact Victoria Gerginis~ LACFB Office Staff and education coordinator~at 661.274.9709

Page 4
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‘Become a

Farm Bureau
and other educational rm Bure
cwvrwnouwncemenity -

Please call :
1-800-698-3276

today!

Deadline

Projects must be postmarked by April 25, 2008 (Friday). No
entries will be accepted after that date. Please mail or drop off your class entry at
the Los Angeles County Farm Bureau office located at 41228 12" Street West,

Suite A, Palmdale, CA 93551. Please include your name, name of school, school
address, grade level, and email address.

WM@TThe teacher of the winning class entry will be notified April 30,

2008. Your students will receive an EarthBox, so that they can experience firsthand
the benefits of agriculture by producing their own fruits and vegetables. Visit AG

L Y.L S

http://www.earthbox.com/ for more information. Ay

Through the EarthBox, students can learn to: improve their nutritional intake, learn
responsibility (as they take turns to care and maintain the garden), and develop an

interest in diverse subject matters as they start to expand their gardening ﬁo (1) www_ag[lavla_cnm
knowledge. 5 3
J for more information

In addition, the Los Angeles County Farm Bureau will donate $100 for additional
gardening items. The winning entry will also be featured on the cover of our
electronic newsletter.

)| 7.. > 7
QU&S LOIIST: Please contact the Los Angeles County Farm Bureau office staff

at 661-274-9709. You can also visit our website at www.lacfb.org for more
information; as well as educational resources and (coming soon) multi-media
content.

»

e N

California Foundation for
Agriculiure in the Classroom

“Imagine this” Writing Contest Winners

Article contributed by Kelly Cormier~Program coordinator for the California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom

These regional winners will receive a plaque, and an agriculture-themed book suited to their grade level, and winning teachers
will receive free resources from Ag in the Classroom.

Regional winners from LA County are as follows:

Los Angeles County

The Farmer’s Market Number Two Visits Art Class

by Zoe Dorothy, 3rd Grade by Alison Klein, 7th Grade

Rosecrans Elementary - Stanley Jones, Teacher San Gabriel Christian School - Vickie Zertuche, Teacher
The Boy and His Figs A Journey Through Paper

by Cameron Ybarra, 4th Grade by Matthew Yeung, 7th Grade

Fred Ekstrand Elementary - Catherine Rojas, Teacher San Gabriel Christian School - Clarence Atwater, Teacher

Boll Weevil Go
by Cole Horrigan, 4th Grade
Tujunga - Deanna Bowers, Teacher
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John Valentine ;
Director, Sponsor . . o 3
Relations Nationwide Nationwide

Insurance e On Your Side

Allied

Insurance

a Nationwide® company

On Your Side® Contact John via email at:

Valentj4@nationwide.com

STATE FUND & FARM BUREAU—

State Fund for county Farm Bureaus January 2008 pARI}I\LJsz\Is%ISIT QII\ILDCIEI 1G943.

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

FothCfs aren t toys—use care with and around them WHAT’S ONE
By Brian Watson ~Farm Bureau Group Manager WITHOUT
There's a conception around warehouses that forklift drivers have some of the most exciting jobs in the THE OTHER?

place—sitting in the cab and zipping at top speed here and there picking up and delivering loads. While these
jobs are certainly interesting, operating a forklift requires maturity and training; and so does working around
them.

To be successful in agriculture
today you've got to have both
feet firmly planted on the ground.
We know that because for more
than 60 years we've stood side by
side with California’s farmers.

Our rock-solid partnership with
the Farm Bureau has helped make
State Fund one of the most stable

According to the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), there are more than a million
forklifts in operation in the United States on any given day. In agriculture, the use of forklifts intensifies during
late fall and winter months after most crops are harvested. With this increased activity comes an increased
safety hazard for both the forklift operator and others in the vicinity, primarily other workers.

Every year, there are about 100 fatalities in the United States involving forklifts and nearly 100,000 others are and secure workers’ compensation
injured. These statistics serve to remind us of the importance of the forklift operator being properly trained in B TSR, & e
its operation. Take the time to train operators in proper procedures. Training should include practice sessions
under the supervision of a qualified trainer on load handling, maneuvering, traveling, stopping and starting. To see why so many farmers find
Here are some basic safehj rules )(rom OSHA that should be reqvuiretl read’mg ]cor anyone whe works on or Us a good fit, talk to your broker,
. or give us a call at 1-800-773-7667.
around forklifts:
STALS
Forklifts are to be driven only by trained and competent operators acting under proper @ FUND
authorlty. — www.scif.com
* Operators must check that their forklift is in good working condition and has been properly
maintained.

* Always use the seatbelt or operator-restraining device. Keep all parts of the body inside the running

lines of the truck.
* Look all around you before moving. Become a
* Face the direction of travel. Look backward before reversing.
* Only carry loads for which the forklift is designed and rated. Check the load plate before picking fm’m

up a load.
* Never drive with faulty brakes. Bureau
* Avoid sudden starts, stops or turns. j\/[emﬁer!
* Drive slowly on wet or slippery surfaces and rough terrain.

* Don’t drive with forks raised. Keep them just clear of the ground and tilted slightly back.
* Slow down or stop when vision is impaired.
* Do not work under suspended loads due to risk of hydraulic failure.
When climbing or descending inclines, the load should always be uphill. Never drive a forklift
across an incline.
* Do not park on a slope. Never leave a forklift unattended without lowering the forks, setting the brake,
neutralizing controls, shutting off power and removing ignition key.

* And most important, No passengers.

Good safety practices pay huge dividends to employers and employees and poor safety practices come at a

tremendous cost to all concerned. Emphasize safety at all times and assist that others around you do the same. ﬁ
Insurance Programs Allied Insurance E
Nationwide Health Plans Allied Insurance provides quality insurance products and Please call :
The Farm Bureau Members’ Health On Your Side service to individuals, families, farms and 1-800-698-3276
Program has provided affordable, high- businesses. Customers know the Allied name represents today!
quality health insurance to California Farm quality insurance and outstanding service at a fair price.
Bureau members since 1947. Call your Personal Auto ~Farm Bureau members receive a 7 1/2
Nationwide agent at (877) 234-2727 percent discount on Allied’s personal auto insurance.
for more information, or visit the Search the Allied Agent Locator (http://www.cfbf.com/

Web site at www.nhpcalifornia.com. farmagents/) for an agent near you or call (800) 282-1446.
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@ May 2007
Trip to Washington, DC
A trip that was hosted by the CA Farm Bureau Federation for county Farm Bureau directors so that they
could meet legislators and learn more about national farming issues.

Cherry Festival
Local festival attended by the LACFB to promote FB membership.

San Fernando Valley Fair ~Junior Livestock Show and Auction
Add-on donations for students’ livestock animals

Antelope Valley Fair
Agricultural displays promoting the Farm Bureau

Junior Livestock Show and Auction
Add-on donations for students’ livestock animals

Kid's Day
Interactive, agricultural related demonstrations

@ JSeptewmben 2007

Los Angeles County Fair

Agricultural display themed Barnyard Classroom %
Kid's Day T

Interactive, agricultural related demonstrations

Kid’s Day~ Hamburger Demo
Teaching kids about how much water is needed
@> Octoben 2007 to grow the various aspects of a hamburger

Agriculture in the Classroom Conference in Asilomar, CA Executive Director~Laura Blank (on left).
Education Coordinator~Victoria Gerginis (on right).

LACFB Annual Dinner at Golden Oak Ranch

A Taste of CA Event
Alhambra Unified School District
Nutrition Network

CFBF Annual Convention
The convention is an annual gathering of the County Farm Bureaus, so that the farmers throughout the
state can discuss and promote farming policies and definitions.

Our office would like to extend our best wishes for a happy and healthy 2008. We look forward to meeting you on
our upcoming events. Please visit our website for more information: http://www.lacfb.org/events.html
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The Director’s Chair
Nﬁm.,an C. Groot Another Farm Bureau year has come to a close. The Annual Meeting in

Reno, held in early December, brings to a close the process for policy
development for all Farm Bureau Counties and Committees. This year
we had very little that impacted policies on a larger scale ... we have
refined our policy book so well that from year to year we have little that
needs to be added or changed. This shows strong grass roots efforts
CFBF D-rccmr District 3 on the part of County Farm Bureau Board of Directors, as well as the

statewide committees, that develop policies throughout the year.

Beginning in February, we will start the process all over again. The Commaodity Advisory Committees will meet to
discuss current issues and review their specific commodity policies. Issues such as labor, water, land use, and prop-
erty rights are all common to all commaodities; each crop has its own specific issues within the Farm Bureau family,
so these meetings allow members to voice their concerns and get the policy process moving forward. Making rec-
ommendations for policy change at the Commodity Advisory Committee meetings is primary to keeping our policy
book current and reflective of our industry environment.

This year at the Annual Meeting the House of Delegates passed a resolution asking the Farm Bureau Board of Direc-
tors to create a new committee dealing with energy. President Doug Mosebar will be reviewing this resolution with
the Executive Committee, and a process for moving forward will be outlined to the Board. This Committee will deal
with the regulatory process that faces our energy providers, electrical rate issues, and fuel costs.

Centered around the Commodity Advisory Committee meetings will be the Farm Bureau Leadership Conference.
Held in Sacramento, this is a great time to receive current information on issues and regulations, as well as visit your
elected representatives at the Capitol. This one-day event sets the tone for our legislative session for the spring, and
offers us all an opportunity to interact with the process. I urge every County Board Member to consider attending
this event, even if you are not currently on a Commodity Advisory Committee; if you are interested in participating,
please contact the Farm Bureau office for details; date of the Leadership Conference is February 26%.

As we move into a new year of policy development, all Farm Bureau members should participate in this process to
ensure that your voice is heard.

We are only as strong as our members are individually.

Allied Kick back and

Insurance

el enjoy the ride. Become. d
Discover where A% f arm B Uureau

independence

can take you, '_ Membe/’/[

Life.d e e yiagr gt peoai Eher
Wieadd Y o b grmat of pou Doubd Coait i
Y e winTeinee Slong e Wiy

With Albed Inumance you'll grt

s Frovven, relualade corarrage fo mund dreern
» BMeriidsle pred thal wae' Eweak e hard -..:I'_-_

= Fnenadly, pemonal sernce with mo be ples

Vimit alllsseSnairencs £ om Ao fed o local,
mtdependend agenl in your ares.

7.5% discount
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Financial Services Advertise Here! Tractor

Gornon ELner, cpe=
s i 5 m’yfg.-_ﬁ# e

Al
F 3

COMPREHENSNE = FEE-BASED
= Firancial Flanning
= Portfolio Management
FoRA SELECT CLIEMTELLE

Wit wwey . gordoneldar com

[ AT 11T
Lk= 1 # 0538362

PHOHEGE] 2407977 ApDrEs: LL3ES Lowtee Avewnne, Lawcasker, oA 93534

Call (661) 274-9709
to advertise on this page!!!

-
Fe
=
by
2
'
L

]




Los Angeles County Farm Bureau News www.lacfb.org e (661) 274-9709 January/February 2008 Page 10

California Foundation for Agriculture in the Classroom

Missed the last
conference. Don't worry.
Join us in Costa Mesa by
visiting the cfaitc website.

Costa Mesa~

National AITC Conference
June 25-28, 2008
Hilton Costa Mesa

Costa Mesa, CA
Orange County

BUSINESS

Agricultural Colleges

Cal Poly Pomona
3801 West Temple Ave
Pomona, CA 91768
(909) 869-2189

BREEDERS

J and J Farms

Post Office Box 3427
Lancaster, CA 93586

(661) 943-4558

E-mail: Imbquilts@verizon.net

CONVENTION CENTER

Calamigos Ranch
327 S. Latigo Canyon
Malibu, CA 90265
(800) 821-2097
(818) 879-8130 FAX
www.calimigos.com

DODGE DEALERS

H.W. Hunter, Inc.
1130 Auto Mall Drive
Lancaster, CA 93534
(661) 948-8411

Superior Chrysler Jeep Dodge
17621 E. Gale Ave.

City of Industry, CA 91748

(626) 968-1515
http://www.superiorchrysler.com/

ENGINEERING

Barry Munz

129 West Pondera St.
Lancaster, CA 93534
(661) 948-0805

FARMS / RANCHES

Alesso Farms

P.O. Box 398
Rosamond, CA 93560
(661) 256-0933

Bench Ranch
Michael Bench

7200 West Ave H
Lancaster, CA 93536
(661) 949-9999

Forrest Godde

P.O. Box 1152
Lancaster, CA 93584
(661) 940-3190

FEED & TACK

Hemme Hay & Feed
43719 N. Sierra Hwy
Lancaster, CA 93534
(661) 942-7880

FINANCIAL

Gordon Elder, CFP ®

Certified Financial Planner Professional
44345 Lowtree Ave

Lancaster, CA 93534

(661) 940-7977
www.gordonelder.com

Gary Rardon and Associates
412 Westlake Drive

Palmdale, CA 93551

661-272-5672

E-mail: Gary.rardon@lpl.com

FLORIST

Palmdale-Lancaster Florist
1649 W Ave ]

Lancaster, CA 93534

(661) 723-7673

GROCERY SUPPLIERS

Antelope Valley Produce
206 West Nugent
Lancaster, CA 93534
(661) 942-5939

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

50th District Agricultural
Association

2511 West Avenue H
Lancaster, CA 93536
(661) 948-6060

Antelope Valley Air Quality Manage-
ment District

43301 Division Street , #206

Lancaster, CA 93535

(661) 723-8070

SUPPLY COMPANIES

Distribution Supply Tech
4820 Lanier Road

Chino, CA 91710

(909) 627-3638

WELLS & PUMPS

DRC Pump Systems, Inc.
44434 90th Street East
Lancaster, CA 93535

(661) 946-9444

Rottman Drilling

46471 N. Division Street
Lancaster, CA 93535
(661) 942-6125

E-mail: rdrilling@msn.com

VARIOUS BUSINESSES

Billet Barn & Corral

48430 85" Street West
Lancaster, CA 93536

(661) 945-1249
www.billetsteel.com

E-mail: barnguy@direcway.com

Bennie E. Moore
48141 3 Points Road
Lake Hughes, CA 93532
(661) 724-1014

January Creations Inc
1475 Chastain Pkwy W
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272
310-230-1100

Edison International
George Becker

3738 Barry Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90066
(626) 302-2216

Ray Martin

PO Box 114
Valyermo, CA 93563
(661) 435-9950

Support our Los Angeles County Farm Bureau Members




