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Cover Photo: Potted Cyclamen

= Indoor potted flowering plants continue to hold an igportant place within
the nursery indusiry in Los Angelss County. All categories of nursery

crops reached an all time high of $59,921,000 for 1974 in the County.



LOS ANGELES EOUNTY
1974 CROP & LIVESTOCK SUMMARY

Gross receipte from farm crop and livestock production in Los Angeles County in-
creased to $158,369,3%00 in 1974, the highest total mince 1967.

Plant crop and spiary product dellar returns were up considerably, reaching
§104 ,157,200 as compared to a 1973 total of $88,000,000. Returns from live-
stock and poultry production totalled §54,212,000 -~ up from the previous
year's total of $48,759,000.

The modest increase in animal production was mainly generated by the increased
price of milk. An increased number of laying hens and a slight increase in egg
production was the result of restocking of poultry ranches after the Newcastle
diseage outbrealt. Other categories reflected a stable production with slight
decline in price.

County-wide, nursery stock and cut flower production continues to lead all crops
in total dollar revenue -- over $64,145,000 in 1974, Total gross sales for all
types of nursery stock were over $9,000,000 above 1973, hitting the sum of
$50,921,000, In the firet half of 1974, increase in the volume of rurszery
stock sales and a slight rise in unit prices more than made up for a slowdown
in the second half of 1974. Vegetable bedding plant production showed a heavy
gain due to strong interest by the general public in growing their own vegeta-
bles. Cut flower producers probably felt the economic downturn more so than

the nursery atock or vegetable growers.

All figures reported are gross values and do not reflect net farm income or pro-
fit to the producer. Increased production costs -- energy, labor, equipment, and
other required input —- have in many cases offset higher prices received for
products produced.

The San Fernando Vaslley - Saugus-Newhall area produced plant crops worth
$15,000,000 in 1974, This region specimlizes in production of root type crops
such as carrots, green onions, radishes and dry onione as well az sweet corn
for roadside stand sale. Some 3,000 acres were harvested returning $7,800,000.
Field crops, citrus and walnuts, other vegetables and nursery stock make up the
balance of production for the area.

The San Gabriel Valley and Eastern Los Angeles County area produced crops worth
$25,000,000 in 197%, Approximately 160 acres of strawberries returned
$2.,000,000 of the total expected county returns of $3,600,000 from 325 acres.
Some 1,300 acres of citrus are atill bearing in the area and returned an esti-
mated $2,000,000. Orange production suffered from rain and cocl weather during
the bleoom period of 1973 affecting the 1974 crop harvest. Receipts were good
for lemonas from 85C acres. Nursery sales from this area, with much of the stock
being shipped out of county or to other states, represents 31% of the County's
total nursery production. Farm grown "U-cut” Christmas tree sales alao did well.
Nursery stock, cut flowers and Chrietmas tree sales produced $18,800,000 of the
revanue. Grain and hay crops from the Walnut district had favorable growing
weather and higher than average price returns.




Avocado production in the Whittier-LaHabra Heights district decreased substan-~
tially in 1974 due to the poor set of fall and winter varieties. Price per
pound remained high throughout the year. Avocado receipta amounted to
$924,000 for 1974 to Los Angeles County growers.

Livestock and dairy production in the Artesia-Norwalk district continues to
decline under the impact of residential and commercial development,

In the Antelope Valley, plant crops returned $1%,500,000, the highest total on
record. Alfalfa hay continued to be the number one crop producing $8,375,000
from 19,800 acres. Growing conditione were generally good for increased yields,
but a heavy infeatation of alfalfa weevil damaged the first cutting and some
water shortages reduced the total tonnsge. Barley and wheat grains wers har-
vested from 19,500 acres, an increase of 5,600 acres over 19735, Theae grains
sold for the highest price per hundred weight on record. Sugar best plantings
were affected for the first time with powdery mildew dipeassa. This resulted in
less tonnage and lower sugar conteats in the beeta. Returns for the 1974 erop
were about the same as 1973 am higher sugar prices helped compensate for the
lower yields and sugar content. The Antelope Valley peach crop production was
the highest on record. Pear sales exceeded the million dollar mark for the
first time as fruit prices were up more than 50% during a year with good produc-
tion,

The Gardena-Scuth Bay district is one of the major growing areas producing
better than 0% of the county-wide total of nursery stock. Bean sprouts, mush-
rooms, greens, leaf lettuce, radishes, other vegetables and strawberries con-
tributed to our total metropolitan and southern area crop production of

$44 000,000 for 1974.

Valuation figures are based on delivery price at the market or on F.0.B. price
for commodities ehipped out-of-state. All prices have been compared with Fed-
eral-State Market News quotations. TUnited States Department of Agriculture
payments dropped to $30,485 from the $168,761 reported the previous yeer and
are not included in the 197% total gross returns reported.

Assistance received from many iadividuals and agencies consulted is acknowledged
and greatly appreciated.

PAUL B. EHGLEE ;é RDEIH%EL. SCHROEDER, DVM

Agricultural Commissioner Department of Hezlth Services



LOS ANGELES COUNTY
FRUIT & NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION & VALUE

___Preduction Value
Crop Year Bearing Per Per
Acreage Acre Total fUnit Unit Total
CITRUS FRUITS
Oranges 1974 295 4.2 1,239 Ton $ 188,00 8 233,000
Novel & Misc. 1973 L4 %.8 1,695 " 158.00 268,000
Oranges 1974 453 3.7 1,676 » 174%. 60 293,000
Valencia 1973 Sy 2e5 1,360 " 116,00 158,000
Lemons 1974 1,023 7.8 7,979 " 257.00 2,051,000
1973 1,126 6.7 7,475 ¢ 211.00 1,577,000
Grapefruit 1974 20 4,2 84 " 140,00 11,800
1973 30 6.7 201 " 149,25 30,000
Total 1974 1,791 2,588,800
1973 2,1l $ 2,033,000
QTHER FRUITS & NUTS
Almonds 1974 gh1 +255 240  Ton 1,042.00 250,000
1973 obl 088 83 " 1,640.00 136,000
Apples 1974 29 3.6 10% " 125.00 13,000
1973 27 3.8 103 " 155,25 16,000
Avocados 1974 o2h 1.25 1,155 " 800.00 924 000
1973 1,039 1.50 1,559 " 7035.00 1,096,000
Cherries 1974 75 2.6 91 " €93.00 63,000
1973 29 2.6 75 " 600.00 45,000
Figs 197% 21 6.0 126 " ,588.00 200,000
1973 22 5.0 110 "t 1,480.00 162,800
Grapes 1974 2 12,0 24 " 125,00 3,000
1973 2 10.0 e n 100,00 2,000
Feaches 1974 361 7.3 2,635 " 313.00 825,000
Freestone 1973 317 6.7 2,124 1 282.50 600,000
Pears 1974 290 12.3 3,567 " 291 .50 1,040,000
Bartlett 1973 286 13.1 3,746 " 187.00 200,000
Walnuts 1974 333 1.00 238 t 325,50 110,000
1975 338 1.17 95 " ok 00 195,000
Misc. Fruits & 1974 Bz 75,000
Nuts 1973 20 100,000
Total 19?# 3 1023 .‘5 15'0.3 |Dm
1973 3,053 $ 2,052,800



FRUIT & NUT CROPS (Cont.)

Page &

- - __Production _ Yalue
Crep Year DBearing Per Per

. Ar.-reaﬁ! Acre Tatn_l PUnit Vnit Total

BERRTES

Strawbarries 1974 RS 20.7 6,72860 Ton $§ 535,10 % 3,600.000

1973 400  20.7 8,280 » h78.50 3,962,000

Total Fruit & 1974 5,139 $ 9,691,800

Nut Crops 1973 $,597 9,047 800

FIELD CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION & VALUE

= T " ___Production _ Value

Crop Ysar Harvested Per Per
) Acreage Acras Total Unit Unit Tnta_.'l_._

Barley 1974 10,067 +87 8,756 Ton $# 116.25 %1 018,000
1973 12,000 « Ob 11,280 " 87.25 984,000

Garbanzo 1974 220 .35 77 " 559.00 43,000
1973 270 A0 108 " S0, 00 58 , 200

Lima Beans 1974 130 .85 111 " 409 .00 45,100
1973 130 .80 10% " 800.00(**) 83,200

Hay, Alfalfa 1974 20,380 6.5 132 470 " £7.00 8,875,000
1973 22 475 6.50 146,088 n 55.00 8,035 000

Hay, Grain 1974 6,200 1.7 10,540 " 55.00 580,000
1973 5,235 2.2 11,517 ® 43,50 501,000

Pamture - Irrigated 1974 1,500 338,000
1973 1,500 245,000

Range Land 1974 180,000 450,000
1973 15%,000 310,000



FIELD CROPS {Cont.)

“Production i
Crop Year Harvested Ter Per
) Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total
1973 700 95«0 2,500 " 52.00 182,000
Sugar heets (f) 1974 1,075 25.7 27,628 0w 59.75 1,651,000
1973 1,500 28.5 42,750 " 19.00 812,000
Wheat 1974 14,000 « 50 7 4000 " 140.00 980,000
1973 7,900 .38 3,002 " 93.50 281 ,000
Misc, Field Crops (£) 1974 286,000
1973 252,000
Total 1974 233,692 $14 291,100
1973 206,710 11,843,500
Acreage, production
& walue of
Seed Crops . .
Alfalfa 1974 500(*) 75 55,000 Lbs. § +60 33,000
1973 200(*) 150 7 " .86 6,500
(£) Does not include eatimated $64,875.00 Sugar Act payments for 1974

(£)

(**)

or i?31ﬂ33+m for 19?3'1

Amount shown for 197% includes $286,000 paid for sheep and cattle

grazing on alfalfa and barley stubble; 1973 includes $252,000
Straw also included in mismc. figure.

for such grazing.

Included in harvested acreage shown for alfalfa hay.

High unit value figure was caused by the eatire 1973 lima bean
crop being sold for sesd use.
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VEGETABLE CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION & VALUE

Production Value
Crop Year Harvested Per Par
Acreage Acre . Total Unit Unit Total

Bean Sprouts 1974 _— - 5:3% Ton $ 375.00 § 2,000,000
1973 - - 5,100 L 373,00 1,902,000

Bestsa, table 1974 80 5.6 Liyg " 100,50 45,000
1973 Lo 6.2 248 l 10k .00 25,800

Cabtbage 1974 205 16.8 3,04 " 112,25 386,000
1973 225 12.2 3,965 " G350 371,000

Carrota 1974 oo 27.0 10,800 " 180,00 1,944 000
1973 D0 0.0 12,000 " 132.00 1,584,000

Cauliflower 1974 45 7e3 329 " 115.50 38,000
1975 S0 11.9 595 " 90.00 $5,600

Chiness Food 1974 290 11.5 3,335 n 147,00 490,000
Vegetables 1973 115 11,5 1,323 " 120.00 172,000
Corn, sweet 1974 1,740 .8 8,352 " 291,00 2,430,000
1973 1,715 .Y 7546 " 222,00 1,675,000

Lettuce, leaf 1974 225 7.5 1,688 " 199.50 3372 000
1973 335 6.6 2,211 L 209.25 463,000

Melons 1974 50 6.6 330 " 128,00 46,000
E-untalnupn 19‘?} ?D 7-9 553 " 10& «00 59 1 ?m
Watermelon 1974 100 5.0 500 " 84 .00 k2,000
1973 30 7.0 210 " 100,00 21,000

Mushrooms 1974 - - 1,000 " 1,200.00 1,200,000
1973 - - 800 " 1,240.00 992,000

Hustard & 197% 1,025 5.0 5,125 n 200.00 1,025,000
other greensa 1973 825 4.5 3,713 " 155.00 576,000
Onions, dry 1974 285 17.6 5,016 " 20.00 351,000
1973 280 17.5 4,900 " 90.00 441,000

Cniona, green 1974 675 12.6 8,505 " 161.00 3,070,000
1973 275 11.% 6,728 " 3335.75 2,245,000

Pumpkins 1974 95  12.0 1,10 ® 125,00 142,000
1973 108 13.9 1,501 " 70.00 105,000



VEGETABLE CROPS {Cont.)

o —_ Production Value —
Crop Year Harvestad Per
_ Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit ‘I‘utal_

Hadishes 1974 315 7.5 2,512 Ton § 156.00 $ 392,000
1973 395 7.2 2,844 M 166,00 472,000

Rhubarb 1974 8 10,0 BOO " 175.00 140,000
1973 87 10.0 870 " 155.00 135,000

Squash, Sumer 1974 95 4.3 hog " 318.00 130,000
19753 o0 5.5 495 " 273.00 135,000

Squash, Winter 1974 3 10.3 61 " 119.00 43 000
1973 5%  10.0 550 " 100,00 55,000

Tomatoss 19?’"‘ 125 25.0 3 1 12% " ?5-25 235 +OO0
1973 185 7.0 1,295 " 165.00 214 .000

Turnips 1974 210 12.0 2,520 " 155.00 391,000
1973 20 9.0 810 " 100.00 81,000

Misc, Vegetables 1974 150 150,000
1973 115 75,000

Total 1974 6,245 $15,027,000
1973 5,885 11,853,100




NURSERY PRODUCTS: ACREAGE, PRODULCTION & VALUE

Froduction Quantity
Area Sold _ Value
Item Year House Field By Per
Acres  Acres Producere DUnit Unit Total
Hurserx_prqgg
Redding planta 1974 55 1,553,000 Flats § 3,88 § 6,026,000
19735 58 1,579,000 o 3.h2 5,400,000
Cacti-Succulenta 197k 13 180,000
1973 16 24h 000
Geranium cuttings 1974 144 11,902,000 Cuttings OB 952,000
1973 150 10,500,000 i 07 735,000
Ground cover 1974 ol 1,230,500 Flats 3 IR 4 159,000
1975 Q3 1,245 .000 " 2.98 3,710,000
Turf {sod & 1974 62 261,000
stolon) 1973 509 240,000
Ornamental trees 1974 1,650 28,405,700 Plants 1.25 35,507,000
& shrubs 1973 1,610 0,100,000 " 1.03 =1 ,003,000
Miscellaneous 1974 5k 622,000
Bulbs, Roots, 1973 5?7 731,000
Dicondra seed
% other specialties
Vegetable plants 1974 15 902,650 Flata 2.24 2,022,000
1975 12 698 ,000 " 1.36 949,000
Indoor plante 1974 23 12,754,000 Pots .52 6,632,000
fnliage 19?3 25 5 1‘651|' 1m " - E"‘" 3 1'515 l":-'-"-l:"'::II
Indoor potted 1974 20 1,285,000 " 2.08 2,673,000
flowering 1973 35 1,673,500 " 1.67 2,795,000
Orchid planta 1974 7 887,000
1973 9 1,240,000
Total 1974 8s 2,072 59,921,000

1973 81 2,043 $50,665,000




CUT FLOWERS & DECORATIVES

Production Quantity
Area Sold - Value
item Year House Field By Par
Acres _Acres  Producers Unit Unit Total
Carnations 1974 2l 10,360,000 Blooms $ .07 | 725,000
1973 31 12,000,000 " .06 70,000
Chrietmas trees 1974 29N 56,300 Trees 13.60 765,000
1973 227 55,000 " 10.50 368,000
Chrysanthemums 1974 10 810,000 Blooms o35 284 .000
-Stand. & disbuda 1973 15 1,100,000 " 28 308 ,000
~Pompon 1674 25 35 200,000 Bundle 2,80 560,000
1973 25 45 207,000 " 2.95 612,000
Orchids, cut 1974 17 595 ,000
all varieties 1973 19 665,000
Miscellaneous 1974 259 1,295,000
(eut greens & 1973 270 1,242,000
other cut flowers)

Tatal 1974 75 585 Q,EEI},D{I}
1973 100 5h2 2,915,000

TOTAL ALL PLANT CROPS Acran Value

1974 257,591 $10%,187 ,900
APIARY PROOUCTS
Production — Value
1tem Year Per
Total Unit Unit Total

Honey 1974 2,008,000 Lbs. $ A0 § 803,200
1973 1,350,000 " 43 580,000
Beeawax 1974 3%,000 " 1.25 42,200
1973 22,500 " 72 16,200
Pollination 1974 12,500 Colonies 10.00 125,000
1973 1k ,500 " 8.00 116,000
Total 1974 969,400
1973 $ 712,200
GRAND TOTAL PLANT CROFS AND APIARY PRODUCTS 1974 $104 157,300
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LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: {NVENTORY, PRODUCTION & VALUE

—iroductlon
Spacies Year Inventory No. of Total
CATTLE & CALYES
Dairy
Cows 1974 15,000 - -—
Cull Cows 1974 - 5,000 5,000,000
1913 - 2,700 24700,000
Calves 1974 1,000 12,000 -
1973 1,000 8,000 —-—
Heifers 1974, 1,800 1,800 _—
l??B 1,600 l,ﬁm ———
Beef
Peeder Calves 1974 5,000 8,500 1,700,000
1973 6,000 9,000 1,800,000
Fed Steers & 1974 13,300 40,000 12,000,000
Helfars 1973 25,000 41,000 12, 300,000
Breeding Stock 1974 32,000 - —
1973 49,000 - —_
Fat Lambs 1974 29,000 30,000 2,400,000
1973 28,000 30,000 2,400,000
BGS & PIGS
Slaughter Hogs 1974 3,300 4,000 480,000
1973 3,000 3,600 432,000
BROJIERS & FRIERS 1974 200,000 1,035,000 3,622,500
1973 505,000 2,540,000 8,890,000
OTHER CHICKENS
Heng 1974 - 428,000 1,499,000
1973 —_— 380,000 1,330,000
Laying Hens 1974 612,000 — -
1973 545,000 — -
Roasters 1974 571,000 1,500,000 B, 250,000
1973 385,000 404,000 2,222,000
JTUREEIS 1974 300,000 1,530,000 30,600,000
1973 260,000 1,138,000 22,760,000

350
« 340

278
+ 348

1,339,000
889,000

300,000
640,000

630,000
600, 000
686,000

5,009,000
D3 445,000

163,000
167,000

935,000
2,205,000

91,000
178,000

2,888,000
755,000

8,507,000
71933,0&3



LIVESTQCK & POULTRY {Cont.)

—.rrodyction ¥alue
Speciea Year Inventory MNo. of Total Poar

. Head _ . . Liveyelght Upit Unit Tota)
CHICES 1974 - 7,729,000 - Each $ .18, $ 1,422,000
1973 e 6,767,000 - n « L4, 014,000

Q%mm
Ducka, Poults 1974 -— - - — — 336,000
Goats, Rabblta 1973 - - —— - e 200,000
1??3 %,U‘Uﬂ 5,@ — n Aﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ E,Zﬁﬂ,mﬂ
1973 24,059,000

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION & VALUE
Valys
Product Yaar Production Fer
Init Lplt | —Total
MILK

Market 1974 2,767,000 Cwt. $ 8.3  $23,132,000
1973 2,700,000 n 6.923 18,711,000
Mamufacturing 1974 5,500 n 7.02 39,000
1973 7,700 H 468 36,000
WOOL 1974 347,000 Lib, 67 219,000
1973 315,000 " 33 104,000
EGGS 1974 12,444,000 Dogen AYA 5,774,000
1973 11,082,000 H 512 5,674,000
Total 1974 $29,164,000
1973 ey 654,000

GRAND TOTAL LIVESTOCEK & POULTRY PRODUCTION

$54,212,000




SUMMARY

1970-1974, Tncluaive

1970 1971 1972 1975 1974
Citrua Fruits $§ 3,420,8008% 3,290,000 § 2,549,900 § 2,033,000 § 2,588,800
Miec. Fruits &

Nuts 2,564,710 2,240,240 2,366,900 3,052,800 3,503,000
Berries 376,000 3,006,000 2,760 450 3,962,000 .3,600,000
Field Crops 9,146,200 9,102,600 8,774,700 11,850,000 14,324,100
Vagetablen 10,886,500 10,063,200 10,036,200 11,853,100 15,027,000
Nursery Stock 3,837,000 40,641,000 46,245,000 50,665,000 59,921,000
Cut Flowers 4,823,000  %,556,000 4,507,000 3,915,000 4,224,000

Total Plant Crops* § 71,164,210 § 72,895,040 $ 77,240,150 $ 87,330,900 $103,187,900
Apiary Producte 234,500 540,000 328,480 712,200 969,400

Total Flant Crops*
& Apiary Products § 71,398,710 § 73,439,040 § 77,568,630 $ 88,043,100 $104,157,300

Livestock &
Poultry 62,690,000 49,766,000 43,099,000 48,759,000 54,212,000
GRAND TOTAL $134,086,710 $123,20%5 040 $120,667,630 $136,802,100 $158,369,300

*. 5. Department of Agricultural Payments not included in these totmls to conform
to state-wide tabulation system for county crop reports.
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