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WATER POLICY

Los Angeles County Farm Bureau

The goal of the Los Angeles County Farm Bureau (LACFB) is to participate with the community of Antelope Valley to create a comprehensive solution to the water issues in the Valley over the long term.  Members of LACFB have been in the Valley for decades (some for over three generations) and will continue to be in the Valley long into the future.  Members of LACFB are committed members of the Valley community and view resolution of the current water issues as part of their duty as stewards of the Valley.

Adjudication


Growers and farmers in the Antelope Valley area have been threatened for the last 15 years by the cities and public water suppliers ever since Palmdale Water District proposed a legislative groundwater management district in 1992.  These growers want to protect their ability to pump groundwater at their historical levels in order to continue in farming.  They also want to protect their farming businesses by assuring an economic  source of irrigation water, their land values by assuring a source of water on their property, and protecting against eminent domain actions into the future.  In their attempt to take the grower’s water, the cities and water districts have used prescription arguments, used municipal priority (Water Code Section 106) and claim some farming in the Antelope Valley is a waste and unreasonable use of water.  The growers also feel threatened by proposed groundwater management programs and by big private as well as governmental agencies outside of the Antelope Valley.  Since this issue has existed for at least 15 years, the growers are anxious for a satisfactory settlement so they will no longer have to continually worry about their ability to use water.  LACFB wants to have this issue resolved once and for all and for the solution to be permanent.  Obtaining transferable groundwater pumping rights is the only legal mechanism to accomplish these objectives.


The adjudication has several elements that are new to groundwater adjudications:  All landowners, regardless of the size of their property and whether they have groundwater pumping histories or not, will be bound by the eventual judgment. Groundwater storage and banking is considered an important element of these proceedings at the outset because of the importance of banking to the physical solution or management of the basin in the future.


LACFB’s objective is to settle the current adjudication as efficiently and effectively as possible with a stipulated judgment that establishes a management plan for the Valley.  In general, the goals are as follows:

1. Maintain historic standing water levels as of December 2004.

2. Establish a comprehensive basin management plan:

General principles of management plan:


Make full use of basin water resources including basin storage capacity 



and maximization of imported water.


Basin governance that enables overlying users to protect and advocate 



their interests into the future.


Utilize free-market principles rather than prescription to re-allocate



historic production to new uses.


No pump tax on established agricultural users.

3. Establish an in-basin transfer program for overlying water rights.  

Transferable groundwater pumping rights are the only way to protect the farmer from having his groundwater pumping rights stolen by the establishment of groundwater basin management programs, eminent domain proceedings, adjudications, big private and governmental agencies outside the Antelope Valley and other practices. Transferable groundwater pumping rights are the only way to assure that California Farm Bureau Federation Policy, No. 77 Water Rights, which states “Existing water rights must be inviolate” can be attained.  California Farm Bureau Federation Policy, No. 78 Water Marketing and Transfers also states “Farm Bureau  supports the movement of water between public and/or private entities, on a voluntary basis, when it is in the best interest of the contracting parties to change the place and/or purpose of water use and when potential impacts on third party water rights, non-transferring users and communities within the district, and on the water needs of areas of origin of surface and groundwater are first evaluated and appropriate protections of these entities are assured.  The voluntary movement of water in California should lessen the potential for the reallocation of water without compensation….”

4. If the Court finds that any overlying owner has lost any portion of its water rights, one element of the physical solution should be to recognize a priority right of those parties to receive and purchase imported water.

5. Overlying owners to receive an equitable share of the benefits of the use of the storage space in the basin.  This use may include the establishment of a “water bank” to allow storage of water in the Valley by entities outside the basin in exchange for some form of compensation.  California Farm Bureau Federation Policy, No.79 states “Groundwater storage space should be prioritized in the following ways: a. Reserved for native or naturally occurring recharge of a functional basin with reasonable expectation such recharge will eventually occur, b. Water imported and stored for beneficial use of an overlying owner, c. Water specifically imported and stored for in-basin appropriation and d. Water imported specifically for banking and subsequent export.

6. New pumping is allowed with payment of full cost of replacement water.

Costs of imported water should be covered by those who are causing the recent stresses on the basin and who are most able to absorb that cost.

7. In order to preserve equity among all parties into the future, all functions resulting from the adjudication shall be administered by a “new” agency termed the “Watermaster.”  Agricultural interests must be given a significant role with regard to the Watermaster in order to protect their interests.

Use of Treated Municipal Wastewater


LACFB believes that reclaimed wastewater should be used to the fullest extent possible.  In-lieu recharge, in which reclaimed water is used to replace existing consumptive uses of groundwater, and groundwater recharge of properly treated reclaimed water should be the highest priorities.  Disposal of wastewater by establishing new consumptive uses for treated wastewater is inappropriate in a basin that some consider to be overdrafted. 

To the maximum extent possible, the underlying groundwater quality should not be allowed to degrade due to the use of reclaimed water.

Irrigation with reclaimed water should not jeopardize the health and safety of the community.  

Growers and wastewater treatment agencies using wastewater for growing crops should be certified by a means involving University of California Cooperative Extension Farm Advisors to assure the public that safe farming and environmental practices are understood and are being applied.  If guidelines for the safe utilization of this practice are violated, a means should exist to revoke the certification of the offender.
LACFB encourages the State of California Water Quality Control Board – Lahontan to vigorously maintain existing groundwater quality standards.  All municipal wastewater should be treated at least to the tertiary level with sufficient denitrification and disinfection.

Eligibility to Participate


California Farm Bureau Federation Conflict of Interest Guidelines state  “Fundamental principles of corporate law decree that county Farm Bureau officers and directors bear a fiduciary duty to support and promote the policies and goals of the organization.  Moreover, the Uniform Membership Agreement between California Farm Bureau Federation and each member county Farm Bureau contractually binds county Farm Bureau officers, directors, and staff to uphold, as policies of the county Farm Bureau, the policies promulgated by the California Farm Bureau Federation House of Delegates at an annual meeting or regularly called special meeting.  This is called the “duty of loyalty.”  It is based upon the fact that the foundation of Farm Bureau’s strength is in its apparent unanimity.  If Farm Bureau loses its ability to speak with one voice, it will lose its ability to represent the interests of its membership because government will turn a deaf ear.”


Public statements relating to water issues or the LACFB water policy are only to be made by members of the LACFB Water Policy group.  Adequate care should be taken to inform and consult other members of this committee before issuing any public statements.


Members of the Board of Directors of LACFB who are members of the boards or are in other responsible positions of agencies who are litigating against or have adverse interests to the members of LACFB should not participate in decisions regarding water issues within LACFB nor represent LACFB in any context involving water issues.


The California Farm Bureau Federation’s  “Conflict of Interest Guidelines” direct that the Director’s duty is to disclose conflict of interests, refrain from voting on these issues in LACFB meetings where conflicts arise and must resign one or more boards where conflicts arise.  These Guidelines should be adhered to by Members of the Board of Directors of LACFB.  LACFB expects its directors who are members of other boards that have adverse interests to LACFB and its members to actively and publicly oppose these adverse policies.


Each member of the Board of Directors has a duty, outside the LACFB, to support the position of the majority of Directors of LACFB.

Los Angeles County Farm Bureau
41228 12th Street West, Suite A
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